
REGULAR MEETING 
July 18, 2023 - 12:00 PM Public Session Start 
Fabulich Center, Room #104: 3600 Port of Tacoma Road, Fife 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Port of Tacoma Commission met for a regular meeting on July 18, 2023 at the Fabulich Center, 3600 Port of 
Tacoma Road, Fife, WA. Commissioners Kristin Ang, Deanna Keller, Dick Marzano, John McCarthy, and Don 
Meyer were present.      

CALL TO ORDER | EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Commissioner Deanna Keller, Port of Tacoma Commission President, called the meeting to order at 10:00 
a.m. and announced that the Commission would recess into a closed Special Order of Business until 10:30
a.m. to discuss a labor collective bargaining agreement. The Commission would then recess into an
Executive Session until 12:00 p.m. to discuss:

A. Two (2) Potential Property Acquisition Items – RCW 42.30.110(1)(b)
B. One (1) Item of Potential Property Acquisition – RCW 42.30.110(1)(b) and Potential Litigation –
RCW.42.30.110(1)(i)

RETURN TO ORDER: 
Commissioner Keller returned the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioner Keller also acknowledged that we are situated on the shores of the Salish Sea and reside on 
the ancestral lands of the Puyallup Tribe of Indians.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
The agenda was adopted by unanimous consent.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Eric Johnson 
• Maritime Center Update – A briefing for the next ILA will be given later in this meeting. Narrowed down

the list to three teams for design/build. Next steps will be to hear their proposals.
• Our outreach efforts are continuing with booths at farmers markets around Pierce County. The annual

boat tours will be held August 13th and are already sold out.
• We will be holding an All Staff BBQ on July 26th.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
• Jairus Brenneise, Vance Lelli, Mike Kisak, Captain Dax Koho, Seth Kellam, Devin Froud, Jasson Smith on

ILWU Local 22 contract negotiations.
• Jayne Stevenson with Pacific Environment commented on the agenda item 6B addressing Zero Emissions

by 2040 and requested that scope three efforts be included in this target and to set absolute net zero
targets.

• Summaries of four emails received for public comment for this Commission meeting were read into
record by the Port of Tacoma Commission Clerk, Helen Hickman (see Appendix): Mandeera Wijetunga
(Pacific Environment) on the Zero Emissions by 2040 agenda item, Jasson Smith commented on the
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maintenance leadership structure, and labor negotiations between Local 22 and the Port of Tacoma, Lisa 
Ross and David Wellman each commented on the contracted negotiations for ILWU Local 22 and the 
Port. The full emails were sent to all Commissioners prior to the meeting. 

• A letter addressed to the Executive Director, Eric Johnson, from the ILWU Local 23 was distributed at the 
meeting and copies were given to all of the Commissioners (see Appendix).

CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Minutes: June 20, 2023
B. Check Certifications: Checks during the period of 6/7/23 to 7/10/23.

MOTION by Meyer: “Approve the above Consent Agenda.”
Motion was made by Commissioner Meyer and seconded by Commissioner Marzano with no discussion.

VOTE:  Motion Carried 5-0
Commissioner Ang Aye 
Commissioner Keller  Aye 
Commissioner McCarthy Aye 
Commissioner Meyer  Aye 
Commissioner Marzano  Aye 

COMMISSION ACTIONS: 
A. Proclamation 2023-04-PT: Pride Month

Commissioner Kristin Ang read the Proclamation in support of Pride Month.

MOTION: “Approve Proclamation 2023-04-PT recognizing July 2023 as the South Sound Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Pride Month.”
Motion was made by Commissioner Marzano and seconded by Commissioner McCarthy.

VOTE:  Motion Carried 5-0
Commissioner Ang Aye 
Commissioner Keller  Aye 
Commissioner McCarthy Aye 
Commissioner Meyer  Aye 
Commissioner Marzano  Aye 

B. Resolution 2023-12-PT: Approve Zero Emissions by 2040
Graham VanderSchelden (Environmental Project Manager II) with the Port of Tacoma presented the
Resolution and sought approval from the Commission. This Resolution moves the deadline from 2050 to 2040
for net zero emissions within the first two scopes of this effort in areas where the Port has direct control. This
new resolution would replace the original timeline adopted in Resolution 2017-04-PT.

MOTION: “Approve Resolution 2023-12-PT to update the Port of Tacoma’s Greenhouse Gas Targets,
incorporating new targets to achieve Net Zero Scope 1 and 2 Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2040.”
Motion was made by Commissioner Ang and seconded by Commissioner Marzano.
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VOTE:  Motion Carried 5-0  
Commissioner Ang  Aye  
Commissioner Keller  Aye  
Commissioner McCarthy Aye  
Commissioner Meyer  Aye  
Commissioner Marzano  Aye  

 
 
 

C. Resolution 2023-01-PT: SEPA Policy    
Jason Jordan (Director—Environmental & Planning Programs) with the Port of Tacoma presented the 
Resolution for the new, updated SEPA Policy for adoption.  
  
MOTION: “Approve Resolution 2023-01-PT for the new SEPA policy.”  
Motion was made by Commissioner Meyer and seconded by Commissioner McCarthy. 
 
VOTE:  Motion Carried 5-0  
Commissioner Ang  Aye  
Commissioner Keller  Aye  
Commissioner McCarthy Aye  
Commissioner Meyer  Aye  
Commissioner Marzano  Aye  
 
 

D. Parcel 103 Steam Plant Environmental Clean-up   
Sarah Weeks (Project Manager II—Remediation) with the Port of Tacoma presented, reviewed the scope of 
the remedial investigation work associated with parcel 103, and sought project authorization. 
  
MOTION: “Approve project authorization in the amount of $1,700,000, for a total authorized amount of 
$2,655,000, for the remedial investigation of the Parcel 103 Steam Plant property. Master Identification 
No. 101243.01.”  
Motion was made by Commissioner Meyer and seconded by Commissioner Ang. 
 
VOTE:  Motion Carried 5-0  
Commissioner Ang  Aye  
Commissioner Keller  Aye  
Commissioner McCarthy Aye  
Commissioner Meyer  Aye  
Commissioner Marzano  Aye  

 

   

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS: None 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
A. Code of Conduct & Governance Ad Hoc– Report given by Commissioner Ang. This ad hoc committee

consists of Commissioners Ang and Marzano. They are charged with reviewing the annual 
changes. An updated resolution will be on the agenda for the August 15th Commission meeting.

ISSUE BRIEFINGS: 
A. Earley Business Center Market Analysis and High & Best Use Study

Deidre Wilson (Sr. Manager—Planning) & Gloria Fletcher (Sr. Manager—Real Estate & Economic Development)
with the Port of Tacoma, and Julian Rondello & Scott Biethan from Cushman & Wakefield presented. A
summary and report on Cushman Wakefield’s Earley Business Center Market Analysis and Best Use Study was
summarized. Feedback for moving forward on this property was sought.

B. ILA #2 – Maritime Skills Center Overview
Alisa Praskovich (Chief—Strategic Projects & Commission Relations) & Thais Howard  (Director—Engineering)
with the Port of Tacoma, and Morris Aldridge (Executive Director—Planning & Construction) and Alicia Lawver
(Director—Strategic Planning) with Tacoma Public Schools presented. A status of the Maritime Skills Center
project was reviewed. Next steps including a second Interlocal Agreement (ILA) to address the design-build
team and cost were outlined. Approval of the second ILA will be sought an upcoming Commission meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS / COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: None given at the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Keller adjourned the meeting at 2:21 pm. 

  Attest: 

________________________________ 
Deanna M. Keller, President 
Port of Tacoma Commission 

________________________________ 
Dick Marzano, First Assistant Secretary  
Port of Tacoma Commission 

________________________________ 
    Helen Hickman, Clerk of the Port 
    Port of Tacoma  




















